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PREFACE.

—_———

Tais Handbook contains, in a form convenient for
everyday use, a comprehensive digest of the knowledge
of Staining, Varnishing, and Polishing Woods,
scattered over ten thousand columns of Work—the
weekly journal it is my fortune to edit—and supplies
concise information on the general principles of the
crafts on which it treats.

In preparing for publication in book form the mass
of relevant matter contained in the volumes of Work,
much that was tautological in character had to be
rejected. The remainder necessarily had to be arranged
anew, altered and largely re-written. From these
causes the contributions of many are 80, blended that
the writings of 1r$d dualg; (,anmt be/dmtingmshed for
acknowledgment. * K . .

Readers who may deégéjéﬂ&;ﬂonal information re-

special detaﬂs af:the ‘matters dggflt with in this
Handbook, or instrubticss -on km&’rea subjects, should
address a question to WoORK, so that it may be
answered in the columns of that journal.

P. N. HASLUCK.

La Belle Sauvage, London.
March, 1897.
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14 Woop FinviswING.

had years of experience,and he need not be discourag
if his first attempts do not reach his expectatio
The instructions in this handbook will at least expl:
to beginners what they ought to do, and it is hoj
that even the more advanced will find in it suggestic
which will lead to increased skill.
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. PROCESSES OF STAINING WoOD. 19
' \, the display of artistic designs and for the development

' of the purely manual faculties, and its suitability for

i amateurs is becoming generally known. The requisite
apparatus is neither large nor costly ; the work. can
be made effective, and generally novel ; and any kind
of wood may be utilised, though holly, sycamore, and
lime are the best varieties.
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Aher mnsthesd ie more gererziy adnoed
i, ba rabneatsd)  only enough poaich ¥ moisten the
wadhing sk Ve nassl; o what wild appear theouzh
thes ray eovting when presswad. The rubber havisg
bwen Ahus charged, gather up the edzes of raz as
b ooy dienetaat,  Fhen, b distribnte the polish equally,
prresass thes pubber meslorately firmly into the palm of the
opher haml, The rubber onght now to be ready fc=
uppliention 4o the wd, which may be assumed to have
bwsesn properly preparad to receive its first coating of
ol inh,

At thin stage the principal thing is to get a good
buwly of polish evenly wpresd on the wood. How this
mny bent b dlone deponds on circamstances ; but if the
dlerdeead vemnilt, in obtained, the precise method is of second-
nry conmwpenen, Lot it bo assnmed that the work to be
tono bw nosnndl flab surfanee.  With moderate pressure
on Lhe stibber, quickly wipo over the entire surface,
flent with the grain of the wood, then across it. Then
without delny go over it moro minutely, the motion
penernlly ndopted for the rubber being shown in the
lnteation on po W (Mg 7). At first the pressure
rliohl b gentle, but it should bo inereased as the polish
geln workwld in and the rubbor drier, thongh at no time
muat the vnlibing deeline to serubbing.

Wil the rubber i in contact with the wood it
wmial b kept constantly in motion.  An important
wint {x not to allow the rubber to remain stationary
wt the woedwork during temporary absence or at the
o of the day's work, s the rabber gets dry it
mit e rocharged with polish, but let the novice
Deware wf waingg this in excesy




FRENCH POLISHING. 27

Old rubbers are better than new, so when done with
they should be kept in an air-tight receptacle, such as a
tin canister or a biscuit box. When any job is finished,
do not throw the rubber away under the impression
that a rubber once laid aside becomes useless. This

. occurs only when it is left exposed to the air, because

the spirit evaporates, leaving the shellac to harden.. If
laid aside for a length of time the rubbers will become
hard, even when kept in a box, unless it be perfectly
air tight, which it probably will not be. A few drops of
spirit put into the box now and then will, however,

keep the contents in proper con.lition for use.





















34 Woop FinisHING.

are used. The polisher will seldom have occasion to use
in his fillers any colours other than the following : for
mahogany, rose-pink ; for walnut, or any brown wood,
such as stained oak, Vandyke brown or umber ; and for
ebonised work, gas-black is as good as any. Light
woods, of course, may have any white filler applied ;
but if it should be deemed advisable to tint it, there
will be no difficulty in doing so, as an exact match isnot
necessary.

In addition to these ordinary fillers, common to the
British workshop, there are several patent and American
fillers; but none of them has come into general use,
nor seems likely to supersede the commoner varieties,
A complaint against them is that they are wnore
expensive, without having sufficient compensating
advantages.





































































O1L PoLiSHING AND DRy SHINING. 57

in the manner mentioned in connection with glazing.
The rubber may be moved backwards and forwards
till dry, but a better way under ordinary circumstances .
is to let the polish deposited by each rub dry before
going over the same place again. When using the
rubber in finishing, it should have no oil; and if the
former of these two methods is adopted it will be
difficult to prevent the polish draggmg, so the easier
course should be adopted.







































70 Woop FinisHinNG.

cannot be recommended, as they seldom take polish
well. Coloured beeswax, made up in the form and size
of heel-balls, will be found convenient, and it can be
made, as described for stopping, by melting the wax and
adding the various colours, then running it into moulds.
A few 11 in. holes bored through a piece of hard wood,
about 4 in. thick, and this screwed to another piece,
makes a convenient mould into which to run the melted
wax. When cold, the discs of wax are easily removed
if the two pieces of wood be unscrewed.

In making good the defects in work that is old, and
which has been previously polished, it will be found
that the necessary cleaning off will leave a bare patch ;
this should be wiped over with a little linseed oil, then
bodied-up, and a few hours or a night allowed in which
to harden before finally bodying-up and finishing.






























. 8o Woop FinIsHING.

smoothed down with fine worn glass-paper; all dust is
removed, and one or two coats of good varnish, such as
hard oak, are laid on with a brush, starting next to the
fireplace, as advised in staining. Whatever varnish is
used, it should be laid on with a brush, and it may be
noted, as in staining, that two coats thinly laid on are
better than one applied thickly. In many cases one
coat is all that is needed. Let the varnish stand several
days to harden before allowing it to be walked on.

The feet of chairs, or other portions of furniture
resting upon the varnished surface, should be kept from
scratching it by gluing on.to them pieces of cloth or
wash-leather. Should the varnish get scratched or show
white marks, try the effect of wiping over with a little
linseed oil.








































































Y04 Wood Finisuine.

It may be difficult to get methylated spirit of a
strength ranging from 90 to 95 per cent., and pure alcohol
is very expensive, 80 it may be well here to point out

a ready plan for rectifying commercial methylated spirit -

in small quantity. Take a large bladder, which has been
thoroughly freed from all fatty tissue both internally
and externally, and fill it with methylated spirit 60 over
proof, and hang it in a warm place. The water will
ooze through the bladder and the spirit left inside will
be correspondingly strengthened.






















































122 Woop FinisHING.

indeed, to ensure that the pillars, etc, have an even
body on, and look well to the extreme edges, it is desir-
able not to study the glass. The polish can be removed
when all is hard and dry by taking a sponge, wet with
clean water, wiping it over the glass and polish, etc.,
and, whilst wet, cutting npwards with a sharp %-in.
or 1-in. carpenter’s chisel. If care is taken to keep the
glass wet and the chisel sharp, there will be no danger
of scratching the glass.

The following recipes may be usefal in polishing
shop-fronts : — French Polish — Dissolve 4 ozs. best
orange shellac in 1 pt. methylated spirit. Sporit
Varnish — Shellac, 3 ozs.; gum 8andarach, 3 ozs.;
mastic, 3 oz.; Venice turpentine, 1 oz.; camphor,
10 grs. ; spirit, 20 ozs. Red Oil—Alkanet root, 1 1b.,
steeped in 1 pt. raw linseed oil. Red Stain—1 oz
Bismarck brown dissolved in } pt. spirit ; a few drops to
be added to the polish or varnish, to make what is
commonly termed red polish or red varnish.
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